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head:  CP  critical  to  missions  effort 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Without 
Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
support.  Southern  Baptists 
would  not  have  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB),  the  largest  evangelical 
ntih?  in  existence, 
the  IMB's  new  pres- 


mission  entity  in  existence, 
Tom  Elliff,  the  IMB's  new  pres¬ 
ident,  told  d)p  Florida  Baptist 
Witness  after  his  unanimous 
election  by  trustees  meeting 
on  March  16  in  Dallas. 

"We  wouldn't  have  our 
5,000  boots  on  the  ground," 
Elliff  said  of  the  Cooperative 
Program,  Southern  Baptists' 
primary  funding  channel  for 
missions  and  ministry.  "We 
wouldn't  have  our 
International  Mission  Board 
if  it  wasn't  for  that." 

Asked  whether  the 
Cooperative  Program,  which 
was  created  86  years  ago, 
remains  effective  in  getting 
funds  to  the  international 
mission  field,  Elliff  said,  "I 
do  not  believe  that  the  CP  is 
antiauated ." 

Elliff  had  said  in  his  accep¬ 
tance  speech  that  Southern 
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Baptists  cannot  fulfill  the  B  •  .  fo, 
Great  Commission  without 
being  consumed  with  the  Jj?’  • 
Great  Commission  theme  in* 
the  days  ahead,"  but  also  "the  ' 
International  Mission  Board  does  not 
operate  in  a  vacuum." 

With  reference  to  the  Cooi 

Program,  Elliff  told  trustees,  "[T _ 

pie  truth  behind  CP  [is]  that  we  learned 
a  long  time  ago  we  can  do  things  togeth- 

[that]  give  regularly 

then  the  Lottie  Moon  < _ 

(are)  giving  beyond  themselves. 


mobile  apps 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  An  iPhone 
and  iPod  touch  app  for 
GuideStone  Financial 

Resources  participants  is  now 
available  for  ffee  download  at 
www.GuideStDne.org/mobilea 
pp  and  in  the  Apple  app  store, 
with  the  app,  GuideStone  par- 


As  churches  are  engaged,  "they  begin 
to  see  the  value  of  the  IMB,  they  begin  to 
see  the  value  of  the  Cooperative 
Program,"  said  Elliff,  further  noting  that 
the  SBC's  six  seminaries  and  the  North 

__  „  _ „  „  -  American  Mission  Board  are  "certainly 

;r  than  we  can  alone,  so  churches  part  of  this  equation.  They're  all  essen- 
rive  regularly  through  CP  and  tial  in  terms  of  reaching  people,  in  reach- 

- q,  ing  the  unreached." 

,  However,  Elliff  said,  "I  do  believe  that 
_  ,  „  _  ^  if  I*  unrealistic  to  believe  that  we  will 

pray  ere  and  the  heart  commitment  of  receive  enough  money  through  the  CP 
Southern  Baptists  everywhere,"  to  intro-  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offering 
duce  a  plan  at  the  Southern  Baptist  to  send  enough  missionaries  out  in  the 
Convention  (SBC)  annual  meeting  in  world  to  take  care  of  the  task.  "Churches 
Phoenix  in  June  to  partner  with  local  are  going  to  have  to  be  a  part  of  die 


rative 


ticipants  can  check  their  retire¬ 
ment  account  balance  and  the 
10  most  recent  transactions  on 
their  accounts,  ftrticipants  also 
can  view  their  accounts,  retire¬ 
ment  plans  and  fund  selections; 
check  insurance  coverage 


them  all,"  he  said. 


mobile  experience  for  the 
BlackBerry  torch  and  Android- 
based  devices  is  available  at 
www.MyGuideStone.mobi. 
GuideStone  also  is  in  the 
process  of  connecting  to  other 


the  IMB  is 


mobile  devices. 
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The  wonder  of  the  Cooperative  Program 


The  75  Million  Campaign  was^introduced  to  Southern 
Baptists  in  1919,  conceived  as  a  way  to  provide  in  one  package 
r  the  funding  for  all  missions  and  ministries  from  the  local  church 

less  than  through  the  state  Baptist  conventions  and  ultimately  to  the 
*  ‘  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  75  Million  Campaign  didn't 

achieve  that  lofty  goal,  but  it  provided  the  practical  base  that  led 
to  the  development  of  the  Cooperative  Program  in  1925. 

The  Cooperative  Program  proved  to  be  a  roaring  success,  and 
continues  today.  It  represents  nothing  less  than  the  remarkable  join- 


/t's  human  nature  to  grow  accustomed  to  conveniences  that 
have  been  around  since  before  most  of  us  were  bom. 
Virtually  all  of  us  grew  up  with  a  private-line  telephone  in 
our  homes,  but  our  great-grandparents  were  no  f 
amazed  at  the  wires  and  handsets  that  transmitted  their  voic¬ 
es  over  party-line  connections  to  distant  locations  at  the  speed 
of  electricity.  In  contrast,  young  people  today  can't  imagine  a 
time  when  the  ubiquitous  cell  phone  didn't  exist  and 
"Internet"  wasn't  even  a  word  in  the  English  language. 

We  tend  to  take  for  granted  those 
things  that  seem  to  have  been  in 

■  wide  use  forever,  if  only  MHWHHH 
because  our  frame  of  reference 
is  so  short.  We  forget  that 
Disney  world,  antibiotics,  satel- 
lites,  K/ASCAR,  air  condition- 
‘it,  fiber  optics,  and 
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nothing  less  than  the  remarkable  join- 
ether  of  individual  Baptists,  churches, 
aptist  conventions,  and  the  Southern 
Convention  —  each  a  separate  and 
independent  entity  —  to  accomplish  the 
Great  Commission  as  p-uindated  by  our  Lord 
and  Savior  lesus  Chrir  in  Matthew  28:18-20. 

Here's  how  it  works.  An  individual 
church  member  provides  a  monetary  toft  to 
his/her  church  (the  tithe).  The  church  body 
then  decides  how  much  of  the  collective 
gifts  will  be  retained  for  that  church's  mis¬ 
sions  activities,  and  they  send  the  remain¬ 
der  to  their  state  Baptist  convention. 
Representatives  of  the  churches  in  "friendly 
cooperation"  with  the  state  convention, 
called  messengers,  meet  together  and 


literally  thousands  of  other 
items  we  use  every  day  were 
invented  and  commercialized 
within  the  last  100  years  —  and 
some  in  a  much  shorter  time 
frame  than  that.  It  just  seems 
that  life  has  always  been  this 


easy  and  everything  has  been  mAiTfj-JjCTyTp 
taken  care  of  for  |aMC|||j||H 

So  it  is  with  the  Cooperative 
Program,  Southern  Baptists'  HSHHHHHH 
all-encompassing  funding  sys-  JHHRRNMMBI 
tern  that  has  made  us  one  of  the 
strongest  Great  Commission-centered  organizations  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Christiandom.  It  has  worked  so  well  for  so  long  that  we 

take  it  for  granted.  We  shouldn't.  _ 

In  the  beginning  —  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  that  Cooperative 

is  —  many  groups  and  entities  approached  individual  church-  - 

es  and  appealed  for  financial  support  for  their  individual  min¬ 
istries.  This  was  called  the  "societal  method,"  which  proved 
tiresome  to  church  congregations  who  found  themselves  lis¬ 
tening  to  just  about  as  many  financial  appeals  as  sermons.  The 
societal  method  often  resulted  in  undue  competition  among 
missions  groups  who  were  all  chasing  a  limited number  of  dol¬ 
lars.  It  created  winners  and  losers,  and  depended  too  much  on  in  h 
exaggeration  and  emotional  manipulation  in  order  to  acquire  our 
those  precious  few  available  dollars. 
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Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


decide  how  much  of  the  funds  sent  by 
1  churches  will  be  retained  for  state  missions 
Those’  messengers  send  the  remainder  to 

‘  ’  t*  • '  I  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  where  anoth¬ 
er  set  of  messengers  from  the  churches 
meets  to  decide  how  Southern  Baptist  missions  will  be  funded. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Cooperative  Program,  Mississippi 
Baptists  have jpven  a  breathtaking  total  of  $830,000,000  to  the 
,,'am.  The  total  tor  the  first  year  (1925)  was 
$209,404.  The  first  year  to  top  $1,000,000  came  in  1952.  It  took 
28  years  (1980)  to  reach  $10,000,000,  and  only  ten  years  more 
(1990)  to  reach  $20,000,000.  Thirty  million  dollars  was 
achieved  in  2002,  and  the  all-time  record  was  set  in  2008,  with 
$35,088,617  given.  (Source:  www.cpmissions.net) 

Glory  to  God!  May  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  Southern 
n — ,  an  even  larger  scale,  continue  to  be  found  faithful 
to  bring  Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus  though 
icial  support  for  the  Cooperative  Program  —  and 
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Guest  Opinion: 


does.  He  doesn't  tum  Utter.  He 
doesn't  deny  his  sorrow. 
Instead,  he  leans  on  other  part¬ 
ners  in  the  Gospel  and  tells 
diem,  1  need  you." 

Armed  with  faith  in  the 
power  of  the  Gospel  and  confi¬ 
dence  that  God's  plan  cannot  be 
thwarted,  Paul  moves  forward. 
He  keeps  malting  plans.  "Bring 


Keep  on 
discipling 

By  Trevin  Wax 
Nashvilie 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
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its.  Bring  Mark  too. 


Iririg  my  cloak.’ 

Paul  maintains _ 

die  sovereignty  of  God  as  he 
le.  Paul  keeps  on  pursuing  the  kingdom 
needs  companionship,  partner-  ana  proclaiming  the  Gospel. 

encouragement,  so  Pray  for  your  Demas /Weep 
he  tells  Timothy  to  come  to  him  over  Him.  Beg  God  for  him,  but 
soon-  Paul,  is  saying,  "I  need  don't  let  Demas  steal  your  joy. 
you-  Timothy.  Demas  is  gone."  Don't  let  Demas  rob  you  of  your 
In  other  words,  "It  hurts.  Bad."  passion  for  discipling  others. 
In  that  moment  of  grief,  God  will  continue  to  bring  peo- 
vou  ve  got  two  choices.  The  pie  to  you.  The  .reason  you  can 
fatSt  choice  iS-tP  let  your,  hurt  keep  working  i  .  because  the 
torn  into  bitterness.  The  root  Gospel  never  stops.  People  like 
of  bitterness  will  keep  you  Demas  will  come  and  go. 
from  giving  yourself  to  the  Yes,  your  next  disciple  may 
next  person  God  brings  your  be  a  Demas  too,  but  it  also 
way.  Bitterness  constructs  a  could  be  that  the  next  one  is 
wall  around  your  heart  in  your  Timothy. 

order  to  guard  you  from  - 

future  hurt.  Go  this  direction.  Wax  is  editor  ofTGM  (Theology- 
and  you  will  never  have  Gospel-Mission),  a  small-group  cur- 
anothgr  Dfmas  with  which  to  riculum  being  developed  by  LtfeWay 
deal  but  you  won't  ever  Christian  Resources.  He  has  served 
raise  up  a  Titos,  either.  in  pastoral  roles  in  Baptist  churches 

The  otiier  choice  is  to  stay  m  the  U.S.  and  Romania.  This  col- 
grounded  m  the  Gospel,  the  umn  first  appeared  at 
only  news  that  brings  joy  in  the  ThevinWax.com,  and  appears  hen- 


Send  changes  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  PO.  Box  530, 
lackson,  MS  3920S-0530. 


address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


initial  enthusiasm  for  true  con-  this  present  world,  has  deserted 
version.  What  kind  of  minister  me  and  gone  to  Thessalonica"  (2 
are  you?  You  couldn't  keep  them  Timothy  4:10).  It's  not  hard  to 
on  the  narrow  path.  See  what  read  between  foe  lines  and  sense 
happens  when  you  open  your  Paul's  sorrow.  He  wants  to  see 
heart  and  life  to  someone?"  Timothy  (at  least  partly)  because 

Eventually,  God  brings  anofo-  Demas  has  deserted  him. 
er  person  along  for  you  to  disci-  Of  course,  Paul's 'biggest 
pie  but  you  find  this  time  that  it  's  concern  is  that  Demas'  soul  is 
nwt  a  little  harder  to  pour  your  in  peril.  His  former  disciple's 
life  into  mem.  It's  harder  to  give  love  for  the  world  is  a  demon 
your  all  when  it  comes  to  their  stration  of  his  lack  of  love  for 
growth  and  disapleship.  You  God.  Make  no  mistake,  Paul  is 
don’t  verbalize  your  thoughts,  concerned  with  Demas'  soul 
but  your  heart  says:  "What's  foe  and  destiny  but  fo  it's  not  all 
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NAMB  sending  out  81 

BRANDON,  Fla.  (BP)  —  The  Wong  said  the  Mandarin  mimm 


new  missionaries 


XI  .1  .  .  .  '  _  -  .  w.Q  V.MSM  VSIV  manual  ill 

Nlission  Board  Chinese  to  whom  he'll  be 
(NAMB)  of  foe  Southern  ministering  —  highly  educat- 
Baptist  Convention  commis-  ed  professionals  such  as  com- 
sioned  81  new  missionaries  and  puter  experts  and  accountants 
chaplains  at  a  commissioning  —  are  basically  amoral  and 
service  attended  by  some  800  don't  understand  the  sacrifi- 
people  at  First  Church  in  dal,  unconditional  love  of 
Brandon,  Fla.,  on  March  20.  Christ  and  Christians. 

In  his  first-ever  missionary  Among  those  also  commis- 
commissioning  sermon,  Larry  stoned  was  U.S.  Navy  chaplain 
Wynn,  NAMBs  new  vice  presi-  — 1 —  —  •  ■■ 

dent  for  evangelism,  drew  the 
crowd's  applause  when  he 
looked  out  over  foe  p 
missionaries  and  told 
"You  are  foe  real  heroes.  _ c 

"You  are  sacrifidng  to  go  duty 
where  God  is  calling  you.  You're  wiUi 
leaving  family,  friends,  familiar 
surroundings,  your  comfort 
zone,  and  foe  things  you  love,  I 
go  and  make  a  difference.  We’re 
going  to  reach  North  America 
Because  of  men  and  women  like  We 
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Stephen  Grithn,  30i  and  hi-.  Wi 

j  ^  x  .1 

Stationed  at  Norfolk  Naval  **4  A 

Station,  Griffin  soon 

lem  Julie  and  their  two-month-old  ‘  1  I 

daughter  Tierzah  for 

in  Afghanistan  where  he  a 

. minister  to  U.S.  Marines.  "  '■*  '  A  I 

"Julie  and  I  prayed  and  ' '  “V  ’• 

cried  over  my  assignment  but 

to  finally  we  just  came  to  foe  con-  PRAYER  FOR  MISSIONS  —  Wanda  Lee  (at  podium),  execu- 
dusion  that  it’s  an  opportunity  tive  director  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  the  Southern 
God  is  puttingout  there  for  us.  Baptist  Convention  in  Birmingham,  leads  a  special  prayer  as 
st  said,  Roger  that,  God,  hundreds  of  members  of  First  Church  in  Brandon,  FI.,  (ay  hands 
dey  it,’  but  we're  sober  on  81  new  missionaries  commissioned  March  20  by  the  North 
about  the  difficulties.”  American  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Julie  and  Tierzah  will  stay  headquartered  *'-* -  1 

behind  in  Portsmouth  during  - 

her  husband's  six-month  Edwai 
deployment.  were 

Kyle  Yocum  was  commis-  Nehemia 
stoned  as  a  NAMB  US/C2  sionaries 
missionary  based  in  Peoria,  planted 
II.,  where  the  26-year-old  sin-  Fellowsh 
gle  will  combine  church  hardcore 
planting  and  evangelism  in  bikers  an 
an  effort  to  plant  a  new  colle-  come  wit 
giate  church  in  the  area,  the  toos,  and 
home  of  Bradley  University.  "Becati 

"I've  been  looking  forward  they've  1 
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tonna  Villarreal  Based  in  Brookhaven,  Ms., 
issioned  as  Newsom  drives  a  seven-coun- 
h  Planting  mis-  ty  circuit  in  southwest 
as,  Ca.  They've  Mississippi,  mobilizing 
»use  Christian  churches  to  get  involved  in 
listering  to  a  and  to  support  the  Woman's 
of  unchurched  Missionary  Union, 

members  who  Cooperative  Program,  Annie 
addictions,  tat-  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
ierrings.  for  North  American  Missions, 

he  hird  lives  and  mission  education, 
ley  also  come  "This  is  what  I  want  to  do 
’  Villarreal  said,  because  of  my  love  for  the  Lord 
them,  they're  Jesus  and  His  love  for  me,” 
ing  and  party-  Newsom  said  in  her 
be  family  guys  Mississippi  drawl.  "Last  year  in 
k  but  party  all  this  area,  I  went  to  44  different 
ed  going  after  churches,  large  and  small." 
if  you  can  get  North  American  Mission 
i's  group,  you  Board  President  Kevin  Ezell, 
lies. '  serving  his  first  year  as  head 

>y  forming  a  of  NAMB,  thanked  First 
at  grew  to  30  Church,  Brandon,  for  hosting 
itizmg  new  the  Send  North  America  com¬ 
partment  com-  missioning  celebration  and 
le  church  now  for  the  church’s  "weekly 
her  church’s  investments  to  plant  churches 
About  50  peo-  across  North  America." 
ouse  Christian  "We  in  foe  South  think  every- 
ypical  Sunday,  where  is  like  us,"  Ezell  said,  "m 
Newsom  was  Florida,  there  is  one  church  for 
issionaries,  but  every  6,800  people  but  in  New 
ealing  she  was  YorlC  there's  only  one  church 
wsom  left  foe  for  59,000  people.  In  New 
egatton  of  800  Jersey,  there's  one  church  for 
surprise  as  one  76,000  people  and  in  Canada, 
C  missionaries  there's  only  one  church  for 
d  by  NAMB.  every  123,000  people." 


Honor  of 
Your 


Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
( I  have  sinned.) 


'.xxx '  domain  approved 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Hardcore  pornography  rtow  has  its 
own  online  domain,  to  foe  chagrin  of  pro-family  advocates. 
The  Internet  Corporation  for  Assigned  Names  and  Numbers 
(ICANN),  which  oversees  the  creation  of  Web  addresses, 
approved  the  establishment  of  the  ".xxx"  domain  for  sexual¬ 
ly  explicit  material  in  a  9-3  vote  at  foe  March  18  meeting  of  its 
board  in  San  Francisco.  The  decision  does  not  mean  all  porno¬ 
graphic  sites  will  be  limited  to  the  .xxx  domain,  however. 
Pom  businesses  still  will  be  able  to  use  .com  and  other 
domains.  Pro-family  leaders  decried  IOANN’S  action.  "The 
addition  of  this  new  domain  will  just  make  the  Internet  even 
more  of  a  moral  minefield,"  said  Dwayne  Hastings,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  at  foe  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  St  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville.  Anything  that  further  legitimizes 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  fo:  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  l(Je.  From  this 
time  on;-f  want,  to-fire-m  a-fov- 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  (f  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Jlowship  on  a 


according  to  statistics  a  ted  by  Hastings:  $13  billion  in  rev¬ 
enue  from  pom  in  a  year,  and  three  billion  dollars  from  illegal 
child  pornography.  In  approving  a  .xxx  domain,  ICANN 
rejected  advice  from  its  Governmental  Advisory  Committee 
(GAC),  which  consists  of  representatives  of  various  govern¬ 
ments.  GAC  informed  ICANN  it  did  not  actively  support  the 
new  domain.  It  said  some  of  its  members  do  not  endorse  or 
oppose  a  .xxx  domain  but  others  "are  emphatically  opposed 
from  a  public  policy  perspective"  to  its  introduction.  Some 
governments  might  seek  to  bar  access  to  the  domain  in  their 
countries,"  GAC  warned.  ICANN 's  March  18  vote  represented 
foe  completion  of  a  reversal  in  policy.  ICANN  had  rejected 
such  a  request  for  a  decade,  before  the  body  voted  las!  June  to 
permit  foe  application  to  move  ahead  in  process. 


Southern  Baptists  in  Santee,  Ca.,  minister  to  the  unchurched  in 
their  community  after  the  shootings  at  Santana  High  School.  James 
Jackson,  a  member  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention-affiliated 
Pathways  Community  Church,  was  among  the  wounded. 


A  small  New  Testament  sent  through  the  mail  opens  the  door  for 
two  Southern  Baptist  evangelists  to  lead  Manuel  Noriega  to  profess 
faith  in  Christ.  Noriega,  deposed  leader  of  Panama,  says  he  became  a 
Christian  on  May  15, 1990,  while  serving  a  federal  sentence  in  Miami. 


Heart  disease  is  identified  as  the  number  one  killer  of  Bai 
ters  in  1960.  About  57%  of  pastoral  deaths  are  attributed  to  tl 


fist  minis- 
is  disease. 


March  31, 2011 


CiAssinii)  Ai 


iintjuWiJ 

:  ii.ii.-'ii*!  .mi 


.K1  K  /.'  *  M  M  j  |  ;>**!  I  ■  *  '  rn" 


»!!  (  OOPI  R.VI  l\  1  PROGRAM  MISSION  Bl  |)(.|  | 


For  More  Information 


(.RANI)  I  O  I  \I 


pull  God  into  our  arena  so 
that  He  will  be  like  us  VVt 
are  to  walk  with  Him  in  the 
light  of  His  Word  in  a  wav 
that  would  allow  Him  to 
shape  and  frame  a  new  and 
redeemed  thought  life  in  us. 

Our  God-guided 

thoughts  shape  everything 
obout  us.  Scripture  says. 


IBLIOCIP 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Church  celebrates  storied  CP  legacy 

By  Tony  Martin  — ^ J 


;n  ,na*  was  three  important  truths  corrupt  as  we  are.  His  charac- 

sations  With  about  our  conversations  ter  would  be  filled  with  all  of 

>t  a  Christian  with  God  in  prayer.  the  wrong,  evil,  hate,  and  bit- 

as  it  was  an  God's  thoughts  are  not  temess  Sat  can  ere 
>mgs  about  always  our  thoughts.  In  fact,  our  lives.  God's  thouj 

The  res  pons-  the  whole  story  of  Scripture  not  our  thoughts.  F 

ceived  from  and  beyond  is  that  every-  '  *  * 

e  same  vein,  where  you  look  in  the  society 
musings  of  in  which  we  live  is  a 
t  about  God.  reminder  that  God  does  not 
one  of  the  think  like  we  think.  Isaiah 

^as  says  that  God  says,  "For  my  shat 
that  ^oughts  are  not  your  is  tf 
What  you  thoughts,  neither  are  you; 
think.  The  ways  my  ways  (Isa.  55:8).'' 
at  reasoning  We  must  keep  that  in  mind.  Our  pr 
rtainly  any-  If  our  thoughts  were  God  s  be  one 
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Associate  Editor 


ep  into  words  of  the  Psalmist,  "Thy 
arts  are  word  have  I  hid  in  mine 
«  sees,  heart,  that  I  might  not  sin 

speaks,  and  responds  in  against  thee  (Ps  119-11) " 
grace,  love,  and  mercy.  He  As  you  talk  with  God  lis- 
ds  how  destructive  ten  to  Him  as  He  guides  vou 
less  can  be.  Look  in  His  Woril  for  affir- 

,fo  be  mation  that  the  path  you  are 
God  s  thoughts.  It  following  is  centered  in  His 
from  God  and  the  thoughts  and  His  will, 
intent  of  God  that  we  be  —  •  _ 
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March  31, 2011 
Vol.  135 
No.  13 


FX  QG  YERHW;  QVGM 
NGMDYXAQ  VIPX 
IAWXY  GC  VRF,  IHY  VX 
NGMgy  VIPX  URPXH 
QVXX  DRPRHU  NIQXE. 


BGVH  CGME:  QXH 


NOBTH  MCCOMB  BAPTIST 
CHUBCH  IN  MCCOMB,  MS  IS  SEEK¬ 
ING  A  PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER. 

hou$,n« and 

(mmtes  provided.  Send  resume  to 
bouie_2000#yahoo.com  or  mail  OO 
Mi rnstry  Assistant;  North  McComb 
Baalist  Church,  504  Laurel  Street: 
McComb,  MS  39648;  For  more  infer 


among  Sduthem  Baptists.  These  days, 
however.  First  Church,  Winona,  is  noted 
for  its  aggressive  ministry  through  the 
Coopera  five  Program. 

Aubrey  Boone  has  been  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Winona,  for  many  years 
and  has  long  been  a  champion -for  CP. 
£Qv«*  50  years  ago  w«  decided  that  the 
church  was  a  missions-minded  church, 
and  agreed  to  give  15%  of  our  undesig¬ 
nated  offerings  to  the  Cooperative 
Program.  Our  goal  was  to  increase  that 
bv  one  percent  a  year  until  we  reached 
50%.  For  a  long  time  we  gave  one-half 
percent  (more  each  year).  We've  never 
reached  that  50%  goad  —  you  know  how 
Baptists  are.  It  went  along  real  good  for  a 
long  time,  but  over  the  last  several  years 
we  haven't  talked  about  it  like  we 
should  have." 

In  2009,  the  church  gave  27.3%  of 
undesignated  gifts  to  CP.  In  2011,  30.25% 
has  been  set  aside  for  CP. 

Dorothy  Box  has  been  a  part  of  First 
Church,  Winona,  for  80  years.  "My 
mother  had  me  on  cradle  roll  when  I  was 
two  weeks,  old,"  she  said.  "We  had  got¬ 
ten  up  to  32.5%  Cooperative  Program 
giving  at  one  time." 

"There  were  a  lot  of  us  who  didn't 
really  understand  what  the  Cooperative 
Program  was  about,"  said  Glenn  Bourne, 
the  church's  chairman  of  deacons.  "We 
knew  it  was  about  missions,  but  one  of 
the  things  many  of  us  didn't  realize  is 
that  here  in  the  state  (through  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board) 
we  had  assets  galore  funded  by  the 
Cooperative  Program  that  we  never  took 
advantage  of  to  do  ministry  in  the  local  best 
area  here.  Several  of  us  have  been  made  the  < 
aware  of  this,  and  that  has  made  us  then 
extremely  loyal  to  the  Cooperative  and 


Raymond  Road  Cht  rch,  Jackson,  has 

bansmg  to  serve  as  child  ren's  minister.  Her 
of  service  was  Liberty  Church,  Flo  wood. 


Clue:  B  -  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Pour:  Forty-three 
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MINISTER  NEEDED.  Sunday  Services, 

Wednesday  night,  and  general  youth 
•cbvities.  Grandview  Baptist  Cntitth 
900  S.  Ptearson  Road,  Pearl,  MS  19208 
-  601-939-421S.  Please  ■mail  resume 


PLANNING  THE  FUTURE 


PINING  the  FUTURE  —  Aubrey  Boone  (left)  and  Glenn  Bourne,  laymen  at  First 
Chun*,  Winona,  discuss  the  need  for  Cooperative  Program  promotion  in  their  church 
Tne  church  currently  gives  30.25%  of  its  undesignated  gifts  to  CP.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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NEWTON,  MS.  IS  SEEKING  A  P/T 
I  STUDENT  MINISTER.  Submit  resumes 
to  P.  O.  Box  377,  Newton,  Ms.  39345 
or  e-mail  to  glf4him0bellsouth  net 
601-527-1739.  ° 

WBSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 


itive  Program.  I  drought,  'You're 
the  walk  and  talking  the  talk.'" 


Stained  Glass, 


ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL¬ 
TIME  PASTOR.  Please  mail  to:  Lori 
Bndges,  Pbstor  Search  Committee,  P.Q 
Box  1 13,  Wesson,  MS  39191,  or  e-mail 
te^wnutmBfaei  i  yi  i  mnnpa.  com,  prefer- 

HUl  BAP  MSI  CHURCH  IN 
NEW  ALBANY,  MS.  IS  SEEKING  A  Bl 
VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC. 
P»*e  send  resumes  ID  Larry  Chism, 
1564  Stale  Hwy  30  E.  New  Albany,  Ms 
36652-9619. 


Witn  a  deacon  about  six  weeks  ago,"  said  ue  to  promote  th 
Bourne,  "and  he  was  talking  about  some  Cooperative  Prograi 
choices  that  might  need  to  be  made  con-  "We  just  need  fo 
eerrung  the  Cooperative  Program.  I  said,  aware  of  these  thing 
Let  me  tell  you  something.  When  the  the  idea  that  givin 
choice  comes  down  to  cutting  on  the  something  they  car 
fcghts  tn  the  building,  that's  the  time  don't  realize  the  be 
we  11  have  to  sit  down  and  talk  about  giving,"  said  Boone. 

ihifi  T  Fntil  fkj,n  vmi  —  —  n  InMA,  ,luu.r  iL. _  _  .  _  , 


VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  MINISTER. 
Bournes  can  be  submined  to  Music 
Minister  Search  Committee,  200  CR 
1040,  Booneville,  MS  38829  or  emailed 


Mississippi’s  Heartbeat 
For  Missions 


MINISTER  at  a  small  church  in  the 
Hattiesburg  area.  R  you  are  interested 
please  e-mail  your  resume  to 


TIME  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC/YOUTH. 
Interested  candidates  need  to  submil 
a  resume  and  a  DVD  if  possible  to 
FBC,  Stonewall  P.O.  Box  1178, 
Stonewall,  MS  39363.  Any  questions 
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call  601-659-7607. 

SUf  CREEK  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY,  IS 


SEEKING  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  PASTOR 
E-mail  resume  to:  bandcbutler0aol.com 
or  mail  to  2795  Brown  Road,  Starkville 
Ms.  39759 


PROGRAM  CENTURY  CLUB  GIVING 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORIES  BASED  ON  CHUflCH  OFFERINGS  REPORTED  ON  THE  2009-2010  ANNUAL  CHURCH  PROFILE  COOPERATIVE ^OGRAM  GIFTS  ARE  ACTUAL  RECEIPTS  POSTED  BY*THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD  FROM  OCTOBER  2009  SEPTEMBER  2010 

—  -  _ _ _ _  ■  1  1  '  '  '  ^ —  *  _  -  - 


rm  in  their  generosity.” /Isaiah  32 


(Bur  generous  jpeopfeptan  to  do  what  is  generous  and  they  stand ji 
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COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM  BUDGET 


Shiloh  has  heart  for  missions 


GRAND  TOTAL 

834,094,322 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Shiloh  Church  is  located  in 
the  small  community  of 
Sontag  in  Lawrence  County, 
northwest  of  Monticello.  In 
this  rural  Mississippi  setting, 
the  church  has  participated  in 
significant  ministries  over  the 
years  and  has  flourished.  In 
the  belief  of  the  pastor  that's 
because  of  a  commitment  to 
missions  —  especially  through 
the  Cooperative  Program. 

The  church  has  been  minis¬ 
tering  to  the  community  since 
1845.  Andy  Fullington  is  the 
pastor.  “God  is  doing  some 
great  things  here,"  Fullington 
said.  "He  is  moving  in  the  hearts 
of  people  and  they  really  seem 
on  fire  for  God  right  now...  I 
think  a  revival  has  broken  out" 

The  church  recently  dedicated 
a  new  fellowship  hall.  "It's  been  a 


ist  to  De  apart  of  what 
ing  here/  Fullington 


pastor  two  years,  but  I  did  a  six 
month  interim  prior  to  that  This 
is  my  first  pastorate,  my  first 
church,  and  the  people  really 


should  I  word  fius? — m  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  country,  b  it  people 
ccftve  from  all  over. 

"Missions  are  at  the  heart  of 
Shiloh,  and  have  always  been  at 
the  heart  ofShiloh,"  Fullington 
in  just  giv- 


A  PASTOR'S  HEART —Andy  Full 
Church,  Sontag,  for  two  years.  Full! 
always  been  at  the  heart  of  Shiloh.' 


has  been  pastor  of  Shiloh 
itates  that  'missions  have 
by  Tony  Martin) 


a  great  program  for  RAs,  GAs, 
ana  Acteens.  We'll  have  in  the 
high  80's  (in  attendance)  on 
Wednesdays,  and  Sunday 
School  will  run  from  110-12(3. 
Disci pleship  training  will  run 
from 70-80  on  average." 

The  church  has  been  giving 
more  than  20%  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  for 
years.  "I  looked  bade  to  the 
1980's  to  see  when  the  church 
was  really  giving.  In  the  late 
80's  and  early  90's,  we  were 
giving  23%  -  24%.  From  1995  to 
2006,  the  church  gave  25%.  The 
church  went  through  a  period 
without  a  pastor  and  filings  got 
a  little  rough,  but  even  then  the 
church  was  able  to  give  20% 
and  this  doesn't  include  Lottie 
Moon,  Annie  Armstrong,  and 
other  special  offerings." 

In  recent  times  the  church  has 
maintained  giving  to 
Cooperative  Program  at  27.5%. 
“Wo  ve  been  able  to  do  that  even 
in  the  middle  of  a  building  cam¬ 
paign,"  said  Fullington.  "The 
Lora  is  working  through  the 
people  here.  It's  very  humbling. 
We  re  mostly  just  middle  class, 
hard  working  folks  who  believe 
in  giving  generously  to  the  Lore.. 

Even  while  we' ere  been 
maintaining  the  20%-plus  level 
of  giving,  we've  gone  through 
three  building  programs," 
Fullington  stated.  "One  was  file 
educational  wing  which  was 
paid  off  in  five  years.  Another 
was  fiie  remodeling  of  our  nurs¬ 
ery,  and  that's  been  paid  off, 
and  a  remodeling  of  our  sanctu¬ 


ary,  which  ispaid  off.  In  a  lot  of 
churches,  missions  are  one  of 
the  first  areas  cut  when  the 
church  is  building  but  we've 
been  able  to  maintain  at  least 
20%  for  well  over  20  years." 

Fullington  received  the  call 
to  ministry  about  three  years 
ago.  He  started  seminary  at  the 
New  Orleans  extension  branch. 
He  owns  a  landscaping  busi¬ 
ness.  His  wife  Donna  teaches  at 
HiQcrest  School  in  Jackson  and 
fiie  couple  has  two  children. 

Fullington  is  bivocational  "As 
lpngas_tfi  e  Lord  allows  me  to  be 
bivocational.  I'D  keep  the  land¬ 
scaping  business,"  Fullington 
said,  “but  the  work  of  the  church 
always  takes  precedence." 

The  church  has  been  loving 
and  faithful,  according  to 
Fullington.  He  commutes 
daily  horn  Terry.  "That  has 
been  good,  because  our  youth 
pastor  has  been  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  parsonage," 
he  said.  *He  was  able  to  come 
on  board  after  I'd  been  here  a 
month.  He's  the  first  youth 
pastor  this  church  has  had." 

The  church  has  a  huge 
number  of  children,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Fullington.  "We  had 
125  in  Vacation  Bible  School. 
When  you  drive  down  these 
county  roads,  you  don't  see 
that  many  houses,  but  they 
just  come  out  of  the  woods." 

As  evidence  of  the  mission¬ 
mindedness  of  the  church, 
Fullington  said  in  addition  to 
the  CP  giving,  they  have  an 
active  men's  ministry  that  has 


done  local  missions  and  min¬ 
istry  work.  "I  went  our  folks  to 
be  able  to  step  out  on  the 
national  level  in  doing  mis- 
rions,"  Fullington  said.  “We 
leave  had  two  missionaries 
come  out  of  this  church,  and 
the  church  has  been  active  in 
other  local  missions.  Our  ladies 
are  very  involved  in  WMU, 
and  some  on  the  state  level. 
Betty  Newsom  is  the  Region  7 
coordinator  for  fiie  Missions 
Service  Corps.  Shane  Mason, 
also  a  missionary,  is  trying  to 
get  back  to  an  area  in  (an  inter¬ 
national  mission  field  that  is 
unnamed  for  security  reasons). 
Several  of  our  ladies  nave  been 
involved  in  Honduran  mission 
trips.  Missions  have  been  at  the 
heart  of  this  church." 

Fullington  believes  part  of 
his  responsibility  as  pastor  is  to 
"sort  erf  inject  an  excitement  for 
missions  into  the  church.  If  die 
pastor  isn't  exdted  about  going 
and  being  involved  in  missions, 
it's  going  to  be  difficult  to 
inspire  the  rest  of  file  church." 

Fullington  is  also  a  cattle 
farmer  and  has  been  for  over  20 
years.  "I've  come  to  see  that  it's 
time  to  slack  off  some  in  tend¬ 
ing  to  cattle,  and  maybe  it's 
time  to  tend  to  some  sheep. 

"We  give  all  credit  to  file 
Lord  for  what  He  has  done," 
Fullington  said.  "Missions  were 
at  the  heart  of  Jesus.  We're  His 
hands  and  feet  Shiloh  means 
'place  of  peace,'  and  it's  been  a 
wonderful  place  of  peace  for 
my  family  and  me." 
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1 .  Byrd  Memorial  Preaching  Award  at  Mississippi  College 
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2.  William  Carey  University  board  of  trustees 
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3.  Young  Authors  Celebration  at  William  Carey  University 
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College  News 


1 .  Ben  VanHom  (center)  has 
been  awarded  the  2011 
Byrd  Memorial  Preaching 
Award  at  Mississippi 
College.  He  is  the  son  of 


VanHom  of  Clinton. 
Wayne  VanHom  is  the 
dean  of  the  MC  School  of 
Christian  Studies  and  a 
former  pastor  in 
Mississippi. 
Coneratulafine  Ben 


(left)  of  Brandon,  a  1 
MC  alumnus,  and  Bum 
Page,  interim  chairman  of 
the  MC  Department  of 
Christian  Studies  and 
director  of  the  Institute  of 
Christian  Leadership. 

2.  The  William  Carey 
University  board  of 
trustees  (pictured)  wel¬ 
comed  three  new  mem¬ 
bers  during  their  recent 
meeting:  Jules  Eustice 
(front  row,  far  left)  of 
Biloxi,  David  Millican 
(middle  row,  far  left)  of 
McComb,  and  Eric 
Lindstrom  (front  row,  far 
right)  of  Laurel. 

3.  More  than  350  students 

and  75  teachers  attended 
the  2011  Young  Authors 
Celebration  at  William 
Carey  University  (WCU) 
in  Hatteisburg.  Open  to 
first  through  eighth 
graders  and  their  teach¬ 
ers,  the  event  is  designed 
to  honor  file  creativity  of 
young  artists  and  pro¬ 
mote  lifelong  reading, 
writing,  and  visual 
expression.  Mollie 

Brockway  of  Hattiesburg, 
daughter  of  WCU  faculty 
member  David  Brockway, 
is  pictured  with  Curious 
George  at  fiie  celebration. 

4.  The  Student  Government 

Association  (SGA)  of 
William  Carey 

University  in  Hattiesburg 
hosted  Carey  Spirit  Day 
and  Tailgating  Party  on 
March  22.  SGA  officers 
serving  students  were 
(from  left)  Rachel  Harris 
of  Petal,  Chelsey 
Maywalt  of  Cahiere, 
Courtney  Daley  of 
Carson,  and  Ranch  Clark 
of  Purvis. 


A  trio  of  women's  basket¬ 
ball  players  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC) 
in  Blue  Mountain  have 
been  named  Division  I 
Scholar-Athletes  for  2010- 
11  by  the  National 
Association  of 

Intercollegiate  Athletics 
(NAIA).  They  are  (from 
left)  Jordan  McCormick  of 
Pontotoc,  Joy  Pierce  of 
Cayce,  and  Anna  Lisa 
Powell  of  Ecru.  To  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  the  recognition. 
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4.  Spirit  Day  At  William  Carey  University 


BMC 

22 


5.  Blue  Mountain  College  NAIA  Scholar-Athletes 


each  athlete  was  required 
to  post  a  minimum  3.5 
grade  point  average  on  a 
4.0  scale.  BMC  is  trie  only 
NAIA  school  in 
Mississippi  to  have  players 
selected,  and  also  scored 
more  placements  than  any 
*  other  team  in  the  Trans 
South  Athletic  Conference. 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.mbcb.org 


Revivals  and  Homecomings 


1.  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth:  Revival,  April  2-3;  Sat., 
fish  fry  5  p.m.  followed  by  6:30  p.m.  service;  Sun.  10:30 
a.m.  followed  by  covered  dish  luncheon,  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Lavem  Summerlin,  speaker;  Mike  Hulsey,  music. 

2.  Liberty  Hill  Church,  Po  pe:  Revival,  April  3-6;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel, 


a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel, 
speaker;  Mark  Jones,  music;  Jay  Anderson,  pastor. 


S;  Sun., 


high  attendance  in  Sunday  School  10  a.m.  fdllowed  by 
worship  11  a.m.  and  pot-blessed  dinner;  Sun.  evening 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.  Paul  Smith,  speaker;  Danny 
Harrison,  music;  Jim  Everett,  pastor. 

4.  Sunflower  Church,  Sunflower:  Revival,  April  3-6; 
Tommy  Arinder,  speaker;  Ronnie  Cottingham,  music. 

5.  Tuckers  Crossing  Church,  Jones  Assoc.:  Revival,  April 
10-13;  Rick  Henson,  speaker;  Tim  Hubbard,  music; 
Eddie  Bryant,  pastor. 


6.  Enon  Church,  Batesville:  Revival,  April  17-20;  Sun.,  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Paul  Miadleton,  speaker; 
Keith  Bolen,  music  and  pastor. 


\!/ 

*-  5  i. 
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Dislocation  becoming  way  of  life  for  Mideast  workers 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  have  pleaded  with  him  f  t  -- 

Being  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  join  the  protests  in  k  .....  rijf  ■ 

to  board  a  plane  and  evacuate  a  their  country  but  *\  1L  Tlmi  : 

country  is  a  reality  tor  many  Morgan  always  declines.  ' 

Christian  workers  in  North  "We're  not  here  to  fight  p  * 

Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  for  [that]  cause,"  he  said.  il  t 

Trying  to  share  the  Gospel  "We're  here  to  fight  for  m  ^ 

in  nations  with  unstable  gov-  the  cause  of  Christ."  JR  jr  * 

emments  is  difficult  in  the  Morgan  said  his  I  .  |  l  L 

best  of  circumstances,  but  as  biggest  concern  is  EH  ^  s  >t 

refugees  flee  the  crisis  in  whether  he  and  his  fam-  H  w  %  ..  4  ’  .1 

Libya  and  other  nations  such  ily  may  have  to  evacuate  ^B  Ht  2S*  1 1  >  L  _  Bs 

as  Yemen  Egypt  leave  behind  years  H^B  I  ,  dJji  >  B 

to  struggle  ol  mimstn  at  the  ring  of  IH  '  V.  ’■ 

political  unrest,  the  task  is  a  telephone.  "There  have  K  ”  |9^^B 

increasingly  challenging.  been  moments...  where  I  ma  .  •iV  '  B  '  P  I 


class  on  grief  on  processing  the  facts  with  her  been  varying  interpretations 
Wednesday  nights  finite  understanding,  on  why  Jesus  wept.  I  do  not 

recently.  Tne  number  However,  I  must  add  this  for  believe  He  wept  because  He 
of  those  attending  lit-  your  consideration.  There  is  a  could  not  help  Lazarus.  He 
erally  tripled.  Grief  is  v/ord  of  hope  in  verse  21.  That  did  not  weep  because  He  was 
a  common  denomina-  word  is  "if.  "If  you  had  been  powerless  over  death  or 
tor  for  each  of  us.  here,  my  brother  would  not  Decause  He  couldn't  help 
Grief  is  not  die  end.  It  have  died,”  Martha  grieved,  them.  He  wept  over  their 
is  the  strange  gift  This  shows  us  the  depth  of  her  unbelief.  In  the  same  way  He 
given  from  above  to  belief.  She  fully  believed  that  if  cried  over  Jerusalem,  He  was 
help  us  cling  to  hope,  Jesus  would  have  been  present,  grieved  over  die  lack  of  faith, 
strive  for  strength,  and  Lazarus  would  have  been 

i  into  a  vessel  to  help  spared  from  death.  Some  may  response  1 3: 

Remember  that  grief  disagree  with  me,  but  I  never  Supernatural 

indicate  a  lack  of  raith.  see  an  example  where  it  is  Not  only  was  Jesus  on  time, 
•  are  three  different  wrong  for  us  to  ask  God  ques-  He  had  the  answer  to  their 
is  to  grief  that  are  high-  dons.  He  is  God.  He  can  handle  grieving  hearts.  His  power 
n  these  verses  concern-  your  questions.  over  death  is  hope  for  all  of  us. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Balance  Grief  With  Hope 

John  11:20-27,32-36,43-44 

times  needed,  they  v 


By  Bobby  McKa; 


Response  12: 

Emotional 

The  next  response  to  diffi¬ 
cult  times  is  an  emotional  one. 
The  tears  of  the  grieving  are 
obvious  in  this  story  ana  it  is 
understandable.  Christians 


affords  us  the  option  of  honor¬ 
ing  God  as  a  witness  to  those 
around  us.  While  it  may  be 
hard  for  you  to  realize  at  this 
moment,  God  is  at  work  in 


Explore  the  Bible 

Look  Up  to  Heaven 

Philippians  3:1-21  Focus  3:1,  7-21 
idi  Grace  his  life  was  never  the 


nearly  impossible/  said  "None  of  us  would  be  as  good  as  North  Africa  and  the  Middle 
Marshall  lackson  (not  his  real  Jesus  (with  tough  questions]."  East  are  more  open  to  the 
name),  who  has  mini&ered  to  Amy  Jones  (not .  her.  real  Gospel  than  ever,  before 
people  in  the  Middle  Last  for  name)  has  found  that  the  ’ 
the  past  six  years.  "Their  dues-  Middle  Eastern  women  she 
tions  are  often  fairly  pointed  ministers  to  are  open  to  heaf- 
and  opinionated,"  Jackson  ing  about  the  hope  Jesus  can 
said.  "Most  of  the  time,  they're  offer  them.  She  and  her  hus- 
not  asking  you  to  find  lan  band  Justin  (not  his  real 
answer};  they're  asking  you  to  name)  have  worked  among 
let  you  know  what  they  think.  Middle  Eastern  people  for 
If  you  feel  someone  really  more  than  six  years, 
pushing  your  buttons  or  Jones  befriended  a  single 
you're  getting  hot  under  the  mother,  Amal  (not  her  real 
collar;  just  walk  away."  name),  and  her  11-year-old 

When  groups  from  the  U.S.  son.  Jones  met  Amal  in  2004 
volunteer  a  Mideast  outreach,  through  the  help  of  Christian 
Christian  workers  advise  them  volunteers  from  the  States, 
to  avoid  wearing  clothing  and  Amal,  who  is  an  Arab 
hats  with  American  flags  or  Muslim,  eventually  became  a 
political  statements  on  them  believer  in  Christ. 

—  and  above  all  else,  don't  Life  for  her  has  been  diffi- 
start  a  political  discussion.  cult.  Others  often  look  down 
"Were  not  there  to  con-  on  single  mothers  in  that  part 
vince  people  that  American  of  the  world.  "She  has  a  hor- 
foreign  policy  is  correct,"  ror  story  a  mile  long,"  Jones 
Jackson  said.  "Usually  [volun-  said.  "She's  been  beaten  by 
teers]  don't  have  enough  cul-  her  brothers.  She's  been  held 
tural  background  to  handle  at  gunpoint  by  her  neighbor. 


Prophecy  Conference 

April  3  -  6,  2011 

Sunday  8  am;  1 0:30  am;  7  pm 
Monday- Wednesday 
Noon  Lunch  &  7  pm 


*  *  - 1  mate  knowing... not  a  all  things,  to  discern  His  will,  he  has  given  us  new  birth  into  a 

Grace  surface  acquaintance  and  to  become  more  like  Him.  living  nope  through  the  resurrec- 
and  Paul  so  desired  For  this  Paul  pressed  on  "to  tion  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the 

ruths  for  the  Philippians  to  not  settle  the  prize!"— his  call  in  Christ  dead,  and  into  an  inheritance 

y  life  for  having  only  Christ's  salva-  Jesus.  Paul  then  gently  that  can  neper  perish  spoil  or 

Tease  tion  but  to  become  intimate  admonishes  them  that  if  they  fade— -kept  in  heaven  for  you... 

been  with  Him.  It  is  where  the  life  were  mature,  this  would  also  (NIV)  We  can  t  sing^  this 

of  10  abundant  begins.  be  their  desire.  Are  you  press-  world  is  not  my  home  and 

ed  a  Paul  goes  on  to  say  that  he  ing  on  or  are  you  stuck?  Ask  then  we  live  like  it  is. 
rh  so  had  not  arrived  at  a  point  of  God  to  give  you  strength  to  We  must  choose.  Every 
-self  a  perfection!  None  of  us  have  fulfill  your  call.  born-again  believer  in  Christ 

owed  but  many  of  us  get  stuck... we  Remembering  Paul  was  in  has  a  mandate  to  press  on 
I  that  get  stuck  in  our  past  successes,  prison  while  writing  these  words  toward  the  goal  but  we  cannot 
y  my  Paul's  words,  “Forgetting  what  makes  diem  even  more  power-  J~  —  ““ 

t  was  is  behind  and  stratning  toward  fuL  He  faced  certain  death  for 

dark-  what  is  ahead,"  is  not,  contrary  preaching  die  gospel  and  yet  his 

I,  as  to  popular  belief,  about  forget-  cry  wasn  t  about  becoming  free 

d1"  I  ting  the  bad  things  in  the  past  of  his  earthly  chains  or  living  a 

-art  of  but  rather  forgetting  all  the  painless  life.  His  cry  was  to  know 

I  had  successful  things  he  had  done  Christ  even  more  and  to  share  in 

He  is  or  been.  Often  when  I  ask  for  all  Christ  went  through-  the  suf- 

was  testimonies,  I  hear  what  God  fering,  death  but  also  the  resur- 


you.  I  made  great  grades  in  high 
schooL  I  have  trophies  for  speak¬ 
ing  contests.  I  was  voted  Most 
Talented  and  won  superiors  in 
drama  tournaments,  and  you 
know  what?  No  one  really  cares 
—  even  me!  AO  those  things  I  did 
are  just  memories;  die  only  thing 
that  matters  is  what  is  happening 
now.  Many  crave  those  15  min¬ 
utes  of  fame  only  to  find  the  next 
day  someone  else  has  taken  our 
place.  Paul  had  some  of  the  great¬ 
est  credentials  a  person  of  his  day 
could  have  but  when  he  met 
Jesus  on  the  road  to  Damascus, 
none  of  that  mattered  because  he 
had  met  the  King  of  Kings  and 
Lord  of  Lords.  Isaiah  had  a  simi¬ 
lar  experience  for  we  read  in 
Isaiah  6:1 ..  .*Tn  the  year  that  King 
Uzziah  died,  I  saw  the  Lord"  and 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.mbcb.org, 
to  learn  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist 
opportunities. 


Love  Offering  will  be  received 


North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
615  Grand  Boulevard 
Greenwood,  MS 


Grace  is  a  conference  speaker 
and  Bible  teacher  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Clinton. 


Learn  about  a  safe 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


AN  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
aN  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  pubSshed.  Deadline 
tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record;  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatty  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  needy  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper  AN  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
wiN  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


O'Mire  Financial 
1  -800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 


Dr.  Randall  Price 

www.worldofthebible.com 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  either  (a)  e-mail, 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three-and-a-haH  inch  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weHighted. 
address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resofo- 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  tion  items  are  generally  not  publishable, 
white  Instant  photos  and  dgttai  printouts  are  Photographs  can  not  be  returned.  Please 
not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  if  do  not  attach  photos  with  taps  or  staples. 
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Go  To 


214-900-5872 


8.  Grace  Fellowship,  Hatley 


Picturkl  is 
.uther  (left)  and  pastor 
Wayne  Gullet 

8.  Grace  Fellowship, 
Hatley,  on  February  13 
ordained  four  men  to  the 
Gospel  ministry  and  four 
men  to  serve  as  deacons. 
Ordained  to  the  ministry 
were  Kevin  Crook,  Shane 
Lindsey,  Chip  Harmon, 
and  Justin  Simmons. 


.  ?  1C  tr 


\  OR  Mil  Kl  COKI)  w 


ored  Emma  Lee  Broome 
with  a  luncheon  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  55  years  of  service 
as  church  pianist. 

6.  Children  from  First 
Church,  Plantersville, 
recently  held  a  weekend 
retreat  at  Clarko  State 
Park  near  Quitman.  As 
part  of  the  retreat,  the 
Praise  Players  Handbell 
Choir  performed  at 
Carmel  Church  and 
Russell  Church  in  the 
Meridian  area. 

7.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
ordained  Herbert  Luther 


9.  Moore  ordination  at  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia 


1.  Crestview  Church,  Petal, 
will  host  Friends  and 
Family  Day  on  April  3. 
Sunday  School  (9:45  a.m.) 
goal  is  120  and  worship 
service  (11  a.m.)  goal  is 
160.  Pot  luck  luncheon  will 
follow  worship  service. 

2.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky, 
will  host  a  retirement 
reception  for  Wayne 
Campbell,  pastor  for  27 
years,  on  April  3. 
Service /celebration  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.,  with 
church-wide  fellowship 
lunch  to  follow. 

3.  First  Church,  Lumberton, 
will  host  die  March  26  live 
webcast  of  Rediscover  God 
in  America  featuring  a 
number  of  nationally- 
known  figures.  The  event 
is  free  and  lunch  will  be 
available  for  purchase.  The 
webcast  will  run  from  9 
a.m.  -  3  p.m.,  and  the  pub- 


Ordained  as  deacons 
were  Joey  Umfress,  Brain 
Duffy,  Daniel  Dabbs,  and 
Tun  Watson.  Pictured  are 
(front  row,  left  to  right) 
Umfress,  Crook,  Duffy, 
Lindsey,  Dabbs,  (middle 
row,  left  to  right)  Watson, 
Harmon,  Jim  Harrington 
(Monroe  Association  mis¬ 
sions  director),  Simmons, 
(back  row,  from  left)  Jack 
Dauphin  (pastor.  Trinity 
Church)  and  Danny  Carl 


Burks  (pastor,  Grace 
Fellowship). 

9.'  Grace  Church, 

Philadelphia,  ordained 
Tim  Moore  (center),  the 
church's  minister  of 
music,  to  the  Gospel  min¬ 
istry.  Pictured  are  (from 
left)  George  Terry  Sdple, 
Moore,  and  n»«tor 
Chester  Carlisle. 


F  his  hastci 
treat  Your 
Front  Yard 
To  A  New 
Look... 


